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Senate 
The Senate met at 2 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable MARK 
WARNER, a Senator from the Common-
wealth of Virginia. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Our God, we are thankful that You 

have not only known us but You have 
made Yourself known to us. It is amaz-
ing that You know us and still love us. 

May our lawmakers come to You 
with the confidence borne of the 
knowledge that comes from being loved 
by You. As they seek to be Your am-
bassadors to our Nation and world, help 
them to acknowledge that without You 
they can accomplish nothing that will 
endure. May they remember to use our 
liberties and privileges, bought with so 
crimson a cost, to promote the com-
mon good of humanity. 

Lord, we end this prayer by asking 
You to bless our military men and 
women in harm’s way and their loved 
ones. 

We pray this prayer in Your powerful 
Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable MARK WARNER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, November 2, 2009. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK WARNER, a Sen-
ator from the Commonwealth of Virginia, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. WARNER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

HEALTH CARE REFORM 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, our job as 
legislators is to write and pass a bill 
that will make it easier for every 
American family to afford to live a 
healthy life. Democratic Members have 
worked tirelessly over the past weeks, 
months, and even years to fulfill this 
tremendous responsibility. We have lis-
tened to the vast majority of Ameri-
cans who demand that we stop health 
insurance companies from taking ad-
vantage of each of us. We have listened 
to the vast majority of Americans who 
know that a public option for health 
insurance is the best way to keep com-
petition up, keep costs down, and keep 
insurance companies honest. We con-
tinue to listen to Senators as diverse 
ideologically as they are diverse geo-
graphically as we craft a final bill. 

Today, we are closer than ever before 
to making sure every American can ac-
cess quality, affordable health care— 
and making sure they have the choice 
of whether they get that care through 
their private insurer or a public one. 

We are closer than ever, but we are 
not there quite yet. As we head for the 
finish line, one of the most important 
parts of this process is transparency. 

That is exactly why the two Senate 
committees that drafted the founda-
tions of this bill—the HELP and Fi-
nance Committees—conducted lengthy 
public meetings. At these meetings, 
the American people could see that the 
committees considered and approved 
numerous amendments and proposals 
by both Democrats and Republicans. 
For example, you could go on the 
HELP Committee’s Web site and watch 
them adopt 160 Republican amend-
ments into this bill. It is in the name 
of transparency that the committees’ 
legislation has been fully available on 
the Internet for many weeks now. The 
HELP Committee’s bill has been on its 
Web site since June 9, and the Finance 
Committee’s bill has been on its Web 
site since September 16. 

It is important to understand where 
we are in this process. Right now, we 
are merging those two bills into one 
bill. That work is ongoing, and many 
different options are being weighed. 
The CBO is analyzing those options, 
and based on their analysis we will de-
cide what to put into a bill. Those who 
demand to see the bill this minute for-
get that a final bill doesn’t yet exist. If 
it did, we would bring it to the floor. 
All should remember that as soon as 
the CBO results are in and as soon as 
important decisions are made based on 
those results, we have pledged to make 
the final bill available to the full Sen-
ate and the American people. The final 
bill will be public as soon as it is writ-
ten. I will repeat that so there is no 
confusion. The final bill will be made 
public as soon as it is written. 

Only one final decision has been 
made so far. We are going to give peo-
ple the power of deciding whether they 
want to get their health insurance 
from somewhere other than the reck-
less private companies that are respon-
sible for the mess we are in, and we are 
going to give the States the power of 
deciding whether that choice is best for 
its citizens. 

So that is where we stand. It is im-
portant to get these facts on the 
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